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Dear Mr Colman,

Greater Macarthur Plan 2040: An interim plan for the Greater Macarthur Growth Area

Thank you for your email dated 19 November 2018 inviting WaterNSW to provide comments on
the above interim plan.

It is understood the interim plan sets out the high-level strategic planning framework for the
Growth Area and will guide precinct planning within the Growth Area when finalised.

WaterNSW previously responded to the Land Release lnvestigation Land Use and lnfrastructure
Analysis in September 2016 (our ref: D2016/99330) and the Draft Land Use and lnfrastructure
lmplementation Plan in October 2018 (our reÍ: D2018/115700). lt is noted the majority of issues
raised by WaterNSW in these responses have been addressed through either amendment or
removal of the text and/or figures.

WaterNSW has reviewed the Plan and makes the following comments:

o lt is noted the Plan continues to refer to the Upper Canal passing through the Holroyd local
government area (p.21). This is incorrect, and Holroyd LGA no longer exists.

o The addition of a Planning Principle relating to protection of heritage items (p.23) from
development is supported.

o Consultation with WaterNSW and Sydney Water will be required in regard to the potential
requirement for the amplification of utilities including drinking water supply. WaterNSW
supplies bulk water to Sydney Water's Macarthur water filtration plant from the Upper
Canal at Broughton Pass Weir, and increased demand for drinking water with the growth in
population will require increased extraction.

o lt is noted the reference to the Upper Canal in the section on watenray health (p.42)
remains. lt was identified in our letter in October 2018 that watenray protection principles
are not relevant for the Upper Canal as it is man-made critical water supply infrastructure.
Reference to the Upper Canal in this section must be deleted.

. Other comments from our response of October 2018 relating to the Green Grid projects
and the Upper Canal being a barrier to land-based fauna remain relevant. To reiterate:

- Green Grid projects currently identify the Upper Canal corridor as open space, urban
greening and active transport corridor. Recreational and other activities must not
compromise the ability of WaterNSW to operate this infrastructure efficiently and



effectively and with minimal risks. A key risk is water contamination of the waters of
the Upper Canal. There are also potential regulatory issues that require resolution
before such activities can occur associated with the classification of these corridors as
Controlled Areas.

- Natural asset corridors should be planned and implemented in a manner that channels
land-based fauna away from the open waters parts of the Upper Canal in order to
avoid drownings and water quality Ímpacts.

WaterNSW requests the opportunity to comment more specifically on future planning proposals
for rezoning of areas directly impacting the Upper Canal.

lf you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Alison Kniha at
al ison. kn i ha@waternsw. com. au.

Yours sincerely

FIONA SMITH
Executive Manaqer Water & Catchment Protection


